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ating back to 1804, 2 February, the day our
foundresses consecrated themselves to God;
education has been and still is central to our
ministry. The first three women dedicated themselves
particularly to the instruction and service of poor
orphan girls, and to the work of preparing school-teachers for them.

Evolving over 216 years, creative forms of formal, folk, and
popular education prepare us and those with whom we serve to
“recommit to actions that lead to transformation within ourselves, society,
Church and our Notre Dame de Namur Congregation” (Chapter Calls 2014).
Years before Pope Francis’ second Encyclical, Laudato Si, called all
of us to “Care for Our Common Home”, Sister Dorothy Stang personally
integrated words and actions in the love she had for the people of Brazil,
the land, and Planet Earth. She “poured out her life” in the effort to educate
the world to recognize the destruction concomitant with our behaviors.
Sister Dorothy said, “The death of the forest is the end of our lives.”
Her life and ministry was an educational forerunner of the recent
Sínodo Amazônico/Amazon Synod.
Dear Friends, we need each other “to live simply so that others may
simply live.” Let us encourage and support each other daily in our
small and large efforts and on-going conversion of life-style to care
for each other and the gift of the Planet we share with all of creation!

The cover depicts the
middle panel of the
triptych, entitled
Mystic, Martyr and
Prophet of the Amazon,
by Sr. Janet Mullen,
SNDdeN. This year,
Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur celebrate
the 15th Anniversary
of Sr. Dorothy Stang’s
martyrdom in Anapu,
Brazil. Her life gives
witness to the Mission
of the Gospel, the Church
and our Congregation!
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HUMAN RIGHTS/SUSTAINABILITY

Prophetic Witness:

Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN
In 2004, Sr. Dorothy
Stang, SNDdeN,
celebrating the
200th Anniversary
of the Congregation
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur, went on pilgrimage to
the birthplace of St. Julie Billiart
in Cuvilly, France. Before
founding the Congregation
in 1804, St. Julie had a vision
in Compiègne; she saw many
women dressed in simple
Holding a hand-crafted cross, following a wooden
cross in procession with Sisters Rosemary
garb, standing around a cross.
She heard the words: “These are Donohue and Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN,
Sr. Dorothy walks down the stairs of the parish
the daughters I will give you in
Church of St. Eloi in Cuvilly in July 2004.
an Institute marked by my cross.”
Often, St. Julie told those who asked to become her Sisters that she saw
them at Compiègne – a sign that these women would belong as SNDdeN
in this Congregation, marked by the cross!
On February 12, 2005, only months after her pilgrimage to Julie country,
powerful ranchers, coveting the land, hired assassins to murder
Sr. Dorothy, while she walked along a
dirt road in Anapu, Brazil. Having
advocated for the rights of landless farmers
for almost 40 years, Sr. Dorothy defended
the rainforest also from devastation.
In 2008, the United Nations recognized
Sr. Dorothy’s outstanding contributions
to protect human rights and fundamental
The migrant communities respected
freedoms, and honored her posthumously
Sr. Dorothy in her advice to them
with the UN Prize for Human Rights.
in protecting the land and the
rainforest from the devastation
by rich cattle ranchers.
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“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
one’s self, take us the cross and follow me.”
Matthew 16:24

Way of the Cross in Rome
In October 2019, Pope Francis called
the Bishops to Rome for a Synod on
the Amazon. On one Saturday during
the Synod, the prayer was a Way of
the Cross, originating from the Castel
Sant Angelo, down the Via della
Conciliazione to St. Peter Square.
The Bishops with members of indigenous
communities from the Amazon
reflected on suffering peoples who live
in the rainforest and throughout the
world. Reflections on different Stations
of the Cross included some martyrs
of the Amazon. The Eighth Station
focused on the “clamor of women,” and
the procession stopped there to pray
to our SNDdeN martyr, Dorothy Stang.
Sisters Sandra Araujo dos Santos and
Rebeca Spires from the Brazil Province,
in Rome for the Synod, participated
in this moving prayer with members
of our Congregational Leadership
Team (CLT)! Later, they joined our
Leadership Team with the Sisters
of the Good Shepherd at the Generalate
for a special liturgy honoring the
martyrs of the Amazon.

Sr. Pat O’Brien joined the Way of the
Cross with the poster of Sr. Dorothy
on a map of Brazil.

Srs. Sandra Araujo dos Santos (Brazil),
Maureen White (CLT), Pat O’Brien (CLT)
and Rebeca Spires (Brazil) find a place for
taking a picture, around the photo and
poster of Sr. Dorothy at the Generalate.

Ohio Province Remembers
The entire Notre Dame de Namur World, Sisters, Associates, Co-Workers,
Students, Partners in Mission are remembering Sr. Dorothy in specific
events. In early February, the Sisters in the Ohio Province welcomed
to Mt. Notre Dame Convent three of Sr. Dorothy’s siblings, David,
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Tom and Barbara Stang
Richardson, to a presentation
and film of Samuel Clements:
The Student, the Nun & the
Amazon. Samuel described
for his audience how his life
transformed and his career
changed radically after his
encounter with Sr. Dorothy,
in filming her in the Brazil
Samuel Clements fascinates audiences with his film
rainforest. During his visit
and descriptions of his journey with Sr. Dorothy in
in Ohio, Samuel fascinated
the Amazon forest shortly before she was martyred.
administrators, faculty and
students of Mt. Notre Dame High School in Cincinnati and Chaminade
Julienne High School in Dayton by his presence and film.

Anniversary Project
The SNDdeN Leadership in the United States has planned throughout
this entire year a 15th Anniversary Project, a series of events,
coordinated by Sr. Judith Clemens, who ministered with Sr. Dorothy for
many years in Brazil. From February 12, 2020 through February 12, 2021,
the project will aim at inviting and encouraging others to develop
projects remembering Sr. Dorothy and to consider ways for continuing
her legacy into the future. This project includes a brochure, entitled
Her Legacy Endures in Us, easily accessed on the SNDdeN Website
in the United States. www.snddenusa.org

F O R

M I G R A N T S

Farming Families Search for Land
By Sisters Jane Dwyer and Kathryne Webster, SNDdeN

W

		e, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN), follow and
walk with the people in Anapu, Brazil. From 1982 until 2005,
Sr. Dorothy Stang was herself the Pastoral Land Commission in Anapu.
Since her brutal murder, we have been
coordinating this work. We accompany

farming families as they search for land,
respect nature, improve their production
and life and their own organization.
The right and responsibility to initiate
belong to the people with whom we
journey. Since 2005, we have created the
Committee in Defense of Anapu (CDA).
For the last fifteen years, we have met
with this Committee for the entire day
Srs. Jane Dwyer and Kathryne Webster
on one Saturday each month, to address
continue the journey and mission
of Sr. Dorothy with farming families
issues pertaining to the farming families,
in Brazil.
their needs, problems and threats.
The people share their difficulties, reflect together on the causes,
make collective and group decisions to change attitudes. Opening each
meeting, our SNDdeN role is to provide an initial reflection; we call
it a mística. This ecumenical experience helps the people to deepen
their values and motivation for sustaining them on this journey.

Workshops in 2020

Martyr and Prophet in Brazil
Sr. Dorothy’s influence lives on
in Brazil and beyond! People
honor, imitate and pray to
this prophet and martyr in
the Forest Pilgrimage each July.

On February 12, 2020, the
15th Anniversary of her death,
she is a strong witness to the
Mission of the Gospel, the Church
and our SNDdeN Congregation.
6
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During 2020, we intend to offer practical
workshops, requested by the families,
on various ways of planting and cloning
cacau in the forest, preparing and
planting crops without burning, land
homeopathy, the extraction of oils and
essences from the forest, economic
organization of the rural family, and
other activities depending on the year’s
journey. We offer Biblical studies,
continually providing spiritual resources
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Sr. Maria Vagner Souza Silva teaches
Biblical Studies in the community
of Sâo Joâo Batista in Anapu.
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for motivation on the journey. We aim to decentralize these workshops
by offering them in various sectors of the municipality. There are more
than 100 communities and conflict areas in Anapu.

Land Conflict and Organization of People
The land in Anapu is all public and destined for Agrarian Reform.
We do not encourage people to occupy new lands but to take back
lands that have been usurped, bought and sold illegally. The people
work together within the judicial
system with the National Institute for
Colonization and Agrarian Reform
(INCRA). After Sister Dorothy’s

assassination, the creation of the defense
committee, the CDA, helped families
with land conflicts, to settle and win in
court. The people occupy the usurped
lands or organize groups with clear
objectives. This organizing does
Sr. Katy Webster meets with landless
create a lot of tension, violence and
farmers to give them advice in
imprisonment in Anapu. The Pastoral
organizing their defense!
Land Commission (CPT) defends
families against slaughter, murder and violence. At first, the people
needed help with everything, from typing letters, reports, petitions
to discovering where to get required help. Today they take the
responsibility for organizing themselves, finding the information
for their defense, approaching INCRA, and all for public defense.

SNDdeN Presence and Ministry
We continue formation and follow-up through workshops, visits, and
seeking financial assistance and defense in the face of threats to life,
murders and the constant presence of gun and militias. Since 2015, 19

people in Anapu have been brutally murdered, with three killed in 2019,
over land conflicts. Several individuals and many families have fled

from Anapu, to escape being murdered. People face the threat of
gunmen who have murdered companions and family members and
intend to kill others. Farm families and their organization have not
yet been able to achieve their goal. Our journey with them in Anapu
and the wider Brazilian community becomes clearer to us with time.

At Sr. Dorothy’s tomb, the people added a red cross with the names of all our other martyrs,
farmers killed in this land conflict 2015 and 2019 (3 killed in 2019).

Closed channels in national and international communication permit
and invite a general massacre of the “retaken lands and their families.”

Our Gospel journey is not about death; it is about life and life in abundance.

In the current national political reality, this hope is threatened daily.
We pray to Sr. Dorothy that our dream for the families in Anapu, will
one day be a reality.

15th Forest Pilgrimage
Each year in July, motivated by the person and martyr, Sister Dorothy
Stang, we organize the Forest Pilgrimage. On the journey, we reflect on
the preservation of the forest, reforestation, protection of the waters and
the creatures of the forest. We are constantly reminded that the land does
not belong to us; it is we who belong to the land. As the pilgrimage leaves
Sister Dorothy’s grave, we walk three days to the Esperança Sustainable
Development Project (PDS Esperança) where Dorothy was murdered.
Esperança means hope. The pilgrimage marks, moves and creates the desire
to continue on the journey. The people share the expenses which we
keep within the reach of the families themselves, since we do not have
a secure, formal and continuous project to sustain the work financially.
We realize that the people will be responsible to continue this pilgrimage
when Notre Dame de Namur and the Land Pastoral (CPT) disappear.
These 15 years without Dorothy are years of hope, courage, continued
conflict and martyrdom. Nineteen other martyrs have been assassinated

Our Notre Dame de Namur presence in Anapu is more to inform,
influence and open channels against isolation from the outside world.

in this struggle to return the land to those who belong to the land.
People live, work and celebrate life, provide food for 80% of all families
in Brazil, principally the poor. Families open their doors, share their
tables, and give their lives for other. The little they have in this world is
shared: their dreams, their hopes, their homes, their food, their children,
their lives…
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M I S S I O N

I N T E G R A T I O N

Steps Forward into t he Not re Da m e Mission
By Sr. Louise O’Reilly, SNDdeN, Kathy Sennott and Meg Sharp

A

s Region Directors of Mission Integration in the United States,
we raise reflective questions for realizing our goals:
•	How do we ensure that our Notre Dame ministries will carry
the Mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and our
Catholic identity well into the future?
•	How do we continue to infuse our ministries with the
spirit and vision of St. Julie?
• How do we live out the vision of St. Julie in our present time?

We implement these goals in a variety of initiatives and new relationships
across the United States. Our focus is “mission integration.” Modeling
the productive partnership of St. Julie and Françoise, the mission
integration staff in the Provinces/Units of Ohio and U.S. East-West are
working collaboratively to bring their experience and skill to this effort.
The Leadership Teams in the United States have appointed Sr. Maria
Delaney, U.S. Director of the Office of Sponsored Ministries, and one
Province (US East-West)
has named Katie Colin
as Executive Director
of Sponsorship for their
province. Sponsorship
personnel work directly
with Corporations and
Boards of Sponsored
ministries.* As Directors
of Mission Integration we,
Meg Sharp (OH), Sr. Louise
Region Directors of Mission Integration: Kathy Sennott,
O’Reilly and Kathy Sennott
Meg Sharp, Sr. Louise O’Reilly, SNDdeN.
(US EW-East) have the
responsibility and privilege to collaborate with administrators and staff
in Notre Dame de Namur sponsored schools and health care facilities.
“For the last four years, we have worked cooperatively, across provinces,
to build community amongst ourselves and our ministries,” stated
Meg Sharp.
10
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Sr. Jean Stoner, SNDdeN gives a PowerPoint presentation on Our Global Reality to students
at Chaminade Julienne High School in Dayton, Ohio.

Initiatives for Co -Worke rs
Together we have developed,
implemented and supported
a number of initiatives:
• Orientation for new administrators
(Presidents/Heads of Schools,
CEOs, Executive Directors etc.)
for ND schools and health
Faculty and Staff in the Mid-Atlantic
care facilities
schools interact at a Hallmarks Retreat
in Marriottsville, MD.
• Orientation for new staff
• Gathering for Mission Integration of school and health care
personnel with a deeper understanding of the ND mission
and its implications for ministry
• Collaboration to develop resources for mission effectiveness
• Sharing Resources with our ministries
• In-service Opportunities and conversation:
~ to expand and deepen an understanding of the Hallmarks
of a Notre Dame Learning Community as core values for all
Notre Dame ministries
~ to gain insights into effective integration of the Mission
into our ministries, through on-site visits, events and
Mission Committee participation on Boards
The Hallmarks are an important resource for
our use. Developed on the West Coast, they have
now been embraced by our ministries nation-wide
and beyond. Retreats based on the Hallmarks,
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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first designed and
implemented in 2010, are
offered now on an annual
basis as a means to
strengthen commitment
to our mission. As Meg
Sharp points out,
“Participants gain insights
and ideas from colleagues
in ND ministries often
resulting in continued
collaboration.”

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Invite You to

Support Our Mission
Your donations support

At the 7th Annual gathering on Mission Integration,
administrators from schools and health care facilities
in the Northeast know the Art of Healing with Laughter
in a workshop given by Lisa Wessan (standing) at
Emmanuel College in Boston, MA.

and sustain our worldwide
Mission on five continents.
The Congregation of the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN)
is a charitable institution with
501©3 status in the United States.
Contributions support our Mission in
a variety of ministries across the world.

P ilgrim ages to Julie Count r y
We have all had the opportunity to walk literally in the footsteps of
Julie and Françoise in Belgium and France, as participants on the
Julie Pilgrimage, led by Sr. Marie Kelly, SNDdeN (first near railing).
Katie Colin (second near railing) also participated in the July 2019
pilgrimage. The stories and spirituality
of our co-foundresses came alive in new
ways for us and have already deeply
influenced our appreciation for the
Notre Dame legacy. Inspired by this
pilgrimage to our ND Heritage Centre,
we bring this experience to our ongoing
initiatives and gatherings, as well
as to the development of resources
for this ministry. We realize the impact
that such a journey to the sources
is transformative for influencing
our ministry in new ways. “Mission
Integration” is not just two words: this
means a lived reality. We aim to make
We, as pilgrims walking in special
our Notre Dame mission a lived reality
footsteps, pose on the staircase often
of transformation, today and into the
used by St. Julie Billiart, in the convent
she opened in Ghent, Belgium.
future, for all involved in our ministries.

How to support our

Mission?

a Give Charitable Gift Annuities
a Remember Sisters in your will
a Contribute gifts of stocks
a Send gift envelopes and more
a Contribute online
For more information, please contact:
Sister Leonore Coan, SNDdeN
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Congregational Mission Office
30 Jeffreys Neck Road
Ipswich, MA 01938 USA
coan@sndden.org
Website: www.sndden.org

*	“Sponsored” is understood to mean those education and health care ministries that have a formal,
written agreement with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in Ohio and East-West Provinces/Units.
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H E A LT H C A R E A N D C AT E C H E T I C S

SNDdeN Provide Health Care: Tambogrande, Peru
By Sisters Juana Rivera Jara, Consuelo Zapata and Miriam Montero Bereche, SNDdeN

T

wo communities of Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN) live
and minister in the area around Tambogrande, Peru. When the El Niño
rains hit the Pacific coast of Peru in 2017, the flooding and damage
were severe. The rains devastated whole villages of houses, schools, and
health centers; destroyed roads, bridges and vast areas of crops. During
the heavy flooding, the Sisters rallied to help people suffering from the
disasters to their homes and property. Everywhere, destruction and
disease pervaded an area where many people were already vulnerable!
Three sisters living in Tambogrande are all involved in healthcare in some
way: two nurses, Sisters Juana Rivera, LPN, and Consuelo Zapata, RN,
and a psychologist/therapist, Sr. Miriam Montero Bereche. They reach
out to the parish also in teaching catechetics.
Sr. Juana has worked in the town’s health
center for nearly 20 years. Living in poverty
and at great distances from medical centers,
people face illnesses and injury, and often
do not have the resources they need.
During the annual rains, deadly diseases
pervade the area, especially dengue
hemorrhagic fever, viral diseases from
mosquitoes, and the threat of cholera.
“Every year there are many deaths,” Sr. Juana
Sr. Juana witnesses daily
says sadly. “I care for people with these illnesses
the pain of those who are ill.
who are mostly those living in poverty.”
Sr. Juana comes from the village of Miraflores, high in the hills bordering
the town of Tambogrande. “I was born in the rural area, I grew up in the
campo,” she tells us. “I appreciate and enjoy the countryside and nature
and all its beauty.” Some moments do sadden her: people suffering from
rural flooding, swollen rivers and creeks, villages cut off by destroyed
roads and bridges, mudslides; crops are completely lost and domestic
animals carried away into the rivers.” Sr. Juana understands the challenges.
The people who come to the Tambogrande health center live in poverty.
They come great distances, from rural communities. To reach the health
center, they face major obstacles for travel. Small health clinics in rural
communities get completely washed away and force the people to make

CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME: a formation program for rural catechists in the Tambogrande
for protection of the environment. One group of catechists reduces the use of plastics by
drinking water from re-usable glasses. Sr. Juana (center) dreams of involving more villages.
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the long trek into Tambogrande. Sr. Juana understands the hurdles
and frustrations experienced by the people as they travel through
raging waters and thick mud.

Challenges for Care
Once arrived, the people need to pay for basic supplies, such as needles,
IV equipment, bandages, medicines. Many do not have health insurance
or any money. With the bean fields washed away by the floods, the
livestock drowned, these desperate people search for medical help
for loved ones. Our health center, still standing, is desperately underequipped and short-staffed. We do not have enough beds, mosquito
nets or other essential equipment. When the emergency room
overflows with patients, the medical staff attends to them on stretchers
and benches in the hallways. For doctors and nurses, the situation
can be extremely difficult, with long hours and a shortage of medical
personnel. The conditions are not safe for the healthcare workers either,
often afraid of contracting these same illnesses.
Sr. Juana also has responsibility for the rural catechesis programs
of St. Andrew’s Parish, which provides education for Baptisms,
First Communions and Matrimony. Sr. Juana uses every opportunity
to educate about caring for the environment. Recently, her group of
catechists from 80 villages pledged to reduce the use of plastics, using
reusable glasses for drinks.

Community of Sisters Assists:
Fifty Years in Peru
Sr. Consuelo Zapata is a registered nurse
who recently completed her nursing
education. Like all health professionals
in Peru, Sr. Consuelo is required to
offer a year of professional services in

Srs. Juana and Consuelo teach the
Sacraments in the parish!
15
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a medically-underserved area, such as in the mountains, or in the jungles
on the other side of the mountains. While she is awaiting the start of her
year of service, Sr. Consuelo is helping out in the health center where
Sr. Juana works. The staff and patients
greatly appreciate Sr. Consuelo’s
presence and professional skill.
She is also a coordinator of the town’s
Confirmation program. Last year,
nearly 500 teenagers were confirmed!
Another Sister in the Tambogrande
community is Sr. Miriam Montero
Bereche, a psychologist and therapist.
In addition to individual and
Sr. Miriam visits the elderly in their homes
in the villages around Tambogrande to offer
family therapy, Sr. Miriam offers
her skills as a psychologist. Her listening
post-traumatic stress counselling,
and caring attitude are greatly appreciated!
workshops in schools, to parish
groups, and for parents of specialneeds children. She has a program
in the rural areas; she accompanies
families of mentally ill individuals,
assisting them to obtain professional
help and medications needed.
With Sr. Evelyn Fitzke (dividing her
time between Tambogrande and
Lima), through the St. Julie Senior
Adult Program and Notre Dame
Sister Evelyn visits an elderly blind neighbor,
Mental Health Program, Sr. Miriam
caring for her 10 grandchildren while their
is able to provide much-needed
children’s mother sells bananas in the local
medications and groceries to
market. Sr. Evelyn delivers much-needed
groceries and medications.
the elderly and the mentally ill.

Fiftieth Anniversary in Peru

Come, join us…
as a Sister (Vowed Member),
an Associate or Mission Volunteer!

Japan

Brazil

Belgium

Nigeria

USA

Kenya

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur serve in a variety of ministries
on five continents. We welcome women from many cultures
to bring the Gospel Mission through education, health care,
parish ministries, catechesis, social services...etc. In our world
torn by inequality and divisions in society, we make known the
goodness of God to give hope to this generation in our time.

In 2020 year, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur will celebrate fifty
years of presence in Peru (1970-2020.) Through their involvement in

the local parish, formal education such as the Fe y Alegría schools,
and healthcare, and with the generosity of so many donors, the Sisters
feel blessed to be able to respond to the needs of the Peruvian people
over these many years. God is indeed so very good!
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E D U C A T I O N

F O R

L I F E

Stairway to Hope and Opportunity
By Rebecca Twitchell

I

n Lawrence, MA, big things happen and all with the grace of our
Good God . In the city, an imposing brick building invites students
up the stairway bearing the name: Notre Dame Cristo Rey (NDCR).
Founded and transformed by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
(SNDdeN), this stairway raises up each day hundreds of high school
students into an “education for life.” Every evening, the
students find a space on the stairs for respite, as they
wait for rides home and discuss workday experiences
in their Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP).
For almost 15 years, 660 graduates have flown with
excited feet down this stairway, whispering “goodbye”
for the last time as they are now prepared for college.
These students, facing economic challenges at home,
know that affording a Catholic, college preparatory
education is only possible, at this school entrance.
The NDCR community shows God’s incredible plan for each person.
Amazing individuals, almost 1,000 minds and hearts, over the years,
have been responsible for teaching, guiding and loving the students.
From arrival to their graduation, teachers help them to attain their fullest
potential. Beloved principals, like Peg Downing, recently deceased, give
direction to each student. Teachers offer the best in their field of studies.
Committed custodians maintain the building and grounds in a beautiful
environment for learning. The dedication of SNDdeN, faculty, staff,
CWSP partners, and donors has strengthened NDCR today in an
extraordinary fulfilment of students, with much hope for the future.
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A passionate community has many success stories:
Gina , Holy Cross College graduate serves in the Dominican Republic,
in Princeton University’s dream project;
Emilio, once homeless, after studies at
Georgetown University works at Instagram;
Nelly , completing a four-year scholarship,
now getting an MEd at Boston University;
Narline , finishing degrees, now is an Associate
Attorney in a Lawrence Law Office.

These students belong to 660 alumnae/alumni; 62% have graduated
from college compared to a national average of only 9% within their
same demographic (Hispanic/Latino). Students succeed and prove
the NDCR priority for their future life.
“Working for Our Future,” the theme chosen by the 275 NDCR students
currently enrolled, energizes the students, so different from other schools
in Lawrence. Our school does not offer competitive programs and
many sports, sought by young adults. However, our students know that
CWSP allows them to earn 60% of their tuition. They realize that space at
the school limits many programs, but “being different” from typical high
schools, students demonstrate daily their gratitude for what they have.
They answer in love: “We are a family at NDCR.” Seven core values dominate
a rigorous academic environment and workplace performance:
Unity, Goodness of God, Education for Life, Integrity, Respect,
Community and Family. Students thrive in being in united with their
classmates. Clubs and sports teams include students at all grade levels
so that the school can support financially and use creatively the limited
space on the grounds. Students of all ages have a great respect for one
another. They listen to each other’s ideas, work together to plan as a
team and admire each other. No other student body resembles this unity.
The Sisters who opened the doors of NDCR in 2004
G ilfe at h e r, S N D
yce
had no idea where this new endeavor would
de
yal
N.
r
a
M
take them. Their commitment to St. Julie’s
r.
belief that “education is the greatest work
on earth” is more than evident in the
hallways. With this SNDdeN leadership,
families know that their children are in
loving hands and are already on the road
to success. Parents have an assurance that
these teenagers, becoming college ready,
have ultimately an opportunity to move
out of a cycle of poverty. Students stand
under the Notre Dame Cristo Rey banner.
They are home and yet continuing an educational
journey leading to hope and opportunity for life .
19
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SNDdeN Mission
Sisters of Notre Dame, women with hearts
as wide as the world, make known God’s
goodness and love, with and among
people living in poverty, through a Gospel
way of life, community and prayer.
Continuing a strong educational tradition,
we take our stand with people living in
poverty, especially women and children,
in the most abandoned places.
Each of us commits her one and only life
to work with others to create justice and
peace for all.

The expression of St. Julie Billiart,

“How good is the good God! ”

showed her special gift of unique trust in God. Today Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur on five continents make known God’s goodness.
Africa
Democratic
Republic
of Congo
Congo
Brazzaville

Asia
Kenya
Japan
Nigeria
South Africa
South Sudan
Zimbabwe

Europe
Belgium
France
Italy
United
Kingdom

Latin America
Brazil
Nicaragua
Peru

North America
Haiti
United States
(23 states and
the District of
Columbia)

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have gone social…
Facebook.com/SNDdeN

• Read our stories

Tweet with us on Twitter

• Share in our hope

Subscribe to our e-newsletter online

• Rejoice in God’s goodness

Visit international Web sites of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at:
www.sndden.org

~

www.notredameonline.org

~

www.ndvs.org

Come, join us…
as a Sister (Vowed Member),
an Associate or Mission Volunteer!

Japan • Brazil • Belgium • Nigeria, • USA • Kenya

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur serve in a variety of ministries
on five continents. We welcome women from many cultures
to bring the Gospel Mission through education, health care,
parish ministries, catechesis, social services...etc. In our world
torn by inequality and divisions in society, we make known the
goodness of God to give hope to this generation in our time.

For more information contact us at: INQUIRY@sndden.org

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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